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unfair to the High Church party that they are not to
have the liberty in ritual which is given to the other
parties in doctrine. It is now understood by all that
ritual represents doctrine, that the vestments and
posture bespeak a certain belief. The prohibition of
them is, therefore, a denial that their doctrine is that
of the Church of England. The inequality of free-
dom is not, however, so great as it appears at first
sight. High Churchmen are still at liberty by the
license of law to hold their views of the Eucharist.
They are only forbidden to be too obtrusive, to disturb
the peace of parishes, or by extravagance to provoke
a prosecution. It is not to be regretted that this
judgment sweeps far beyond mere ritualism. It justly
embraces the whole High Church party whose inno-
vations in the Eeformed Church of England are

have recommended The Vicar of St. Ives had introduced some novelties,
and persisted in some of the practices condemned m the recent judgments
The parish churchwarden, Mr Head Adams, presented the vicar at the
bishop's visitation, and afterwards called upon the bishop to take action m
the case. His lordship declined. The churchwarden again wrote to the
bishop, enclosing the following quotation from a letter by the Archbishop of
Canterbury; ' Can a bishop's authority stand still while the affections of the
people are being alienated by practices intended to undo all the benefits
which the Reformation has conferred upon this country ? If the bishop is
called upon by a proper authority, it is evident that he must act, and it may
be that he may find it necessary to act of his own accord. Tn judging what
is lawful in the Church, he must remember that he is a bishop of the Church
of England and not that of Home ' The Bishop of Ely answered that he had
resolved not to prosecute any of his clergy for small deflections from the
rubric, and he was sure that the same course would be adopted by the arch-
bishop It cannot fairly be expected that the bishops should be involved m
the expense of a legal prosecution, yet it is due to the people that they
admonish offending vicars, and warn them of their danger in departing from
the laws of the Church If the last vestige of a bishop's authority is not
entirely gone, he ought to be able to compel his clergy to a strict observance
of the rubrics, when any parishioner, much more a parish churchwarden,
complains of their violation. This could be no hardship to the High Church-
men if the same conformity were exacted from every clergyman of whatever
paity when novelties were introduced into the service that alienated or
divided the parishioners.